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New Chairman’s Welcome.

I would like to say a huge “Thank you” for everyone who supported me at the AGM in
my nomination for Chair. All the previous trustees and committee members retired and
were replaced by keen and dedicated people, actively committed to restoring the
Swansea Canal for the heritage and leisure purposes it deserves. We are also
pleased to report that Clive Reed has agreed to re-join us as Heritage Consultant.

| hope this will be the dawn of a “New Era” for the Society. Along with my newly
elected committee members and trustees, we pledge to do our utmost to create some
very visible improvements to the canal during the coming months and years.

SCS has a very dedicated and hardworking team of volunteers that operate under the
leadership of Martin Davies, the maintenance team leader, who is now also our newly
elected Secretary. With such a long stretch of canal to be looked after his (tiny) team
work wonders. There is much more than this small team are able to cope with and we
desperately need more help.

Our desire is to make “our canal” something the whole community can be proud of.
This requires many more people to join us as volunteers. We need you. If you are
willing to help then we can guarantee that we can find something you can do to help
us that you are “comfortable” with. This means that if you are happy to get your hands
dirty then great, but if you are more comfortable dealing with admin tasks or sending
out letters and funding applications, that is great too.

We have many plans for the canal, including one really ambitious plan that would
really put “our canal” on the map. We hope to be able to get some boats on the water

as soon as possible. Unfortunately at this stage | cannot promise canal boats, but we
will start with canoes, row boats and maybe electric powered boats.

We have set a number of “first priorities”...there is so much to be done but we need
new members of all ages and also the support of existing and past members. We
welcome help from groups and disadvantaged people, no-one is excluded. With your
help we can achieve our goals much quicker. We also need volunteers to help us
apply for funding to ensure we can make the progress we want for the community.

Thank you. Ken Brucknell. Chair, Swansea Canal Society

NEW PROJECTS

OLD COUNCIL DEPOT

We have now received a feasibility study on the restoration of the Canal to navigation
standards from the current Clydach terminus to the Pontardawe Playing Fields in
Trebanos. The estimated cost will be around £6,000,000. It will be a hard slog to raise
the money but we will do it in stages, starting with the uncovering of the piped section
of the canal underneath the Old Highways depot in Pontardawe Road, Clydach. Even
this will cost around £1,250,000.

DREDGING
Dr Kath Ficken visited us from Swansea University on 16" July to discuss taking silt
samples and analysing for levels of contamination so that we can consider dredging

the canal in future. We were also grateful for the help and input from Lee Davies and
Gethin Davies of Vale Inco.

ONGOING WORK

WILLOW HURDLES

Willow hurdles 'R us. The Maintenance Team are now completely obsessed with their
production and installation along the banks of the Swansea Canal. Scouts are sent out



far and wide to search for new goat willow plantations in the Tawe hinterland and vast TROLLEYS AND TRAILER
sums change hands to secure the harvesting rights. Gordon returns from his forays,
bringing us fresh van loads of faggot bundles which we untie, our hands shaking with
excitement.

We were very grateful to receive our
two rough terrain trolleys from Lee
Davies of the Environment, Safety and
Health Department of Vale Inco.

We now have two of Gordon's patented handmade jigs in full production and Michelle,
Gill, David and Alan work incessantly with the whips and pegs to perfect their skills.

On the canal bank close to Clydach
Lock, Gareth and Carl hammer the
stakes in to the deep silt and the
finished hurdles are floated across the
canal to them by Alan using his own
complex system of winch, pulley and
grappling iron.

Very, very useful!
Here are some master class tips from
'Willow' Walker for the uninitiated.

One, put your stake in the right way up. A
tree only grows one way. Nothing will root
upside down.

Two, overlap the hurdles to give them
more strength.

Three, get those duckboards in place
before you step on the mud. Many a
wellie has been lost in the Swansea silt.

Thanks also to the Co-operative
Community Award Scheme for the trailer and two tow bars.

Four, decorate your hurdles with spare
willow whips stuck into the mud through
the hurdles. They too will root.




BROCHURES AND WEBSITE

We are producing a ‘Welcome’ brochure for all members, and hope to add several
other brochures covering specific items of interest for canal users.

A new website is being set up and you can catch up on what has been happening and
how our projects are going. As soon as it is up and running we will let you know.

We are hoping to produce this newsletter quarterly. If there is anything you would like
to contribute please let us know. Paper copies are available if needed.

A bit about the new committee members:
Ken Brucknell, Chair:

Being involved in shipping for most of my working life, both in Britain and abroad, |
have always loved anything to do with water. | would now like to be able to put my
expertise to greater use to get at least a part of the canal cleared and used by boats
for the first time for many years.

| also volunteer for the Canals and Rivers Trust. | work with the educational arm of
CRT and we go into schools or take school groups out onto canals in order to educate
them into the history of the local canals and the flora and fauna they might find
nearby. | also volunteer for the Swansea Community Farm where | started as a
volunteer and am now also a Trustee of the Farm

David Henry, Vice Chair

| joined the Swansea Canal Society two years ago and was one of the original
members of the weekly Maintenance Work Party which started in May 2011.

| own two kayaks which are stored in the Canal and River Trust depot in Clydach for
the use of all members of the Society. So that these craft can be better used, | have
now refurbished a flat bed trailer which will enable us to carry boats and kayaks to all
sections of the canal. | also take responsibility for maintaining the tools and
equipment we use.

Martin Davies, Secretary

Originally from London, | have lived in Trebanos alongside the Swansea canal for
eight years and purchased my own dinghy to help in cleaning the canal as soon as |
joined the Canal Society. | am also a Sustrans Wildlife Champion, a volunteer
gardener at the Wales Ape and Monkey Sanctuary and a member of the Friends of
Clydach Heritage Centre.

| have organised and led the weekly work party for the last two years, arranging
venues, taking photographs and sending reports of our work to members of the SCS,
other like minded organisations, including the CRT.

Michele Davidson, Trustee

Having moved to Ynysmeudwy from Lincoln one year ago, | joined the SCS with the
intention of being actively involved in the restoration of the Swansea canal. | bought
my own canoe and this assists me in maintaining the canal and keeping open the
navigable channel along its length. | have joined in with the SCS community and
regularly attend the weekly work parties organised by the Maintenance Team.

My hobbies include model building of architectural, industrial and transport subjects
and since | have been here | have made a scale models of Llangwgg church and am
currently working on a model of Thick’s Lock (Lock 17) in Godrer Graig. | also took
part in the archaeological excavation of the copper works in Hafod at the beginning
of June.
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